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VICTORIAN PHARMACY —
PETER SQUIRE’S RECORD BOOKS

TWO exceptional manuscript volumes
have recently been acquired for the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society’s archives. One is a
prescription book and the other is an
account book of Peter Squire, a nineteenth
century chemist and druggist.

In general, such volumes are a relatively
common survival of many long-established
pharmacy businesses. it is, however, the
simple facts that Peter Squire was the first
chemist and druggist to undertake the
supply of medicines to the Royal establish-
ment and that these volumes
were specifically used to
record the prescriptions and
accounts supplied to Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert, re-
spectively, that makes them of
such importance, both to the
history of the profession of
pharmacy and to the history of
Royal medicine. Indeed, they
are a particularly appropriate
addition to the archives of the
Society in the year that marks
the 150th anniversary of its
formation.

Peter Squire (1798-1884),
and the business he ran, was an
outstanding representative of a
generation of prosperous high
class London chemists and
druggists who were instrumen-
tali in promoting the profes-
sional and social status of
pharmacy. Apart from his spe-
cial association with the Royal
household he played a leading
part in the formation of the
Pharmaceutical Society. He
was three times president of
the Society and was a pioneer
in raising standards of practice
and education in pharmacy.
He was author of various well
known pharmaceutical refer-
ence works including ‘A Com-
panion to the British Pharma-

copoeia’ (1864 and later
editions). Also known as
‘Squire’s Companion’, the

copyright of this work was sub-
sequently bought by the Soci-
ety and incorporated into ‘Martindale: The
Extra Pharmacopoeia’.

The two acquired volumes appear to
form part of his business records. The
prescription bock is 158 pages in length,
dating from June 27, 1837 to November 24,
1844. It is bound in contemporary full
green roan, and embossed with gilt crown
and lettered *The Queen™ on the upper
cover, The volume contains a record of
medicines prepared and supplied by the
firm of Peter Squire for Queen Victoria
and contains transcriptions of over 600
prescriptions. ’

As examples of business records, pre-
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By KATE ARNOLD-FORSTER

Two of Peter Squire’s hand-writ-
ten record books have been ac-
quired by the Royal Pharmaceu-
tical Society. This article,
prepared by the curator of the
Society’s museum, discusses
their importance

A hand-coloured photograph of Queen Victoria and Prince Atbert taken by J.
E. Mayail in 1861

scription books of chemists and druggists
are not particularly scarce and are well-
represented among local record reposi-
tories and within specialist collections such
as Roval Pharmaceutical Society’'s own
archives. In the 19th century, and earlier,
many chemists and druggists kept prescrip-
tion books recording brief details of pre-
scriptions and in certain cases information
about costs and fees. However, books kept
for individual customers are extremely rare
and are thus of considerable intrinsic inter-
est because of the comprehensive details
they provide about a single patient’s or
customer's medical history. While a pre-
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scription book of a Royal patient cannot be
taken as tvpical of medication prescribed
for every rank of society it does offer
important evidence of the treatment and
therapies prescribed by the leading physi-
cians and surgeons of the time. And, as one
might expect. this is an exceptionally lucid
and full example of this type of volume
which enhances its value as a source of
comparison with other contemporary his-
torical materiai.

Each entry details the formulation pre-
scribed (ingredients, quanti-
ties and type of preparation)
and directions for use. Occa-
sional marginal annotations
provide additional information
such as how a particular prepa-
ration is to be packaged or
where it is to be sent.

The bulk of the prescrip-

tions are those of Sir James
Clark (Court physician), al-
though at the periods of the
Royval confinements (for the
Princess Royal, November,
1840: the Prince of Wales, No-
vember, 1841; and Princess
Alice, April, 1843) prescrip-
tions of the Queen’s accou-
cheurs, Sir Charles Locock
and Robert Ferguson, and her
surgeon, Richard Blagden, are
also indicated. Two pages are
devoted to details of the con-
: tents of the Royal medicine
chests.
The volume appears to be in
! the hand of Peter Squire and
seems to form part of a contin-
uous series of which at least
two other volumes are known
to be heid in archive collec-
tions: a volume dating from
1881-86 is in the Royal Ar-
chives, Windsor Castle, and
one dating from 1861-69 is in
the Royai Pharmaceutical So-
ciety’s collection. (In addition
the Wellcome Institute Library
holds a series of Squire’s pre-
scription books. These, how-
ever, do not relate to their
dispensing business as chemist and druggist
to the Royal household. )

The entries cover a wide range of prepa-
rations (draughts and tonics, pills, lotions,
liniments, salves, etc) used for the treat-
ment of various conditions including
coughs, headaches, indigestion, constipa-
tion and insomnia.

The other volume is an account book
kept by Peter Squire for Prince Albert. It
dates from February 19, 1840, to Decem-
ber 3, 1861, and extends to 130 completed
pages (with the remainder blank). It is
bound in contemporary full crimson roan
to which is affixed a paper label inscribed
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These pages from Prince Albert's book outlines the contents of his
medicines chest. it was written a few days before his death
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“HRH The Prince Albert Acct. Quarterly
signed by Sir J. Clark ro the Hoable. Sir C.
B. Phipps, Buckingham Palace™. [Sir
Charles Beaumont Phipps. keeper of the
Queen’s purse, private secretary to Prince
Albert.]

The volume lists medical preparations
and pharmaceutical items with costs sup-
plied to Prince Albert. The entries are
organised into monthly accounts, with indi-
vidual items dated daily and comprise both
medicinal and non-medicinal pharmaceuti-
cal products including prescriptions (usuai-
ly indicated in abbreviated form), toilet
requisites, proprietary (trade name) medi-
cines, and supplies for the Prince's medi-
cine chest (the volume atso contains a plan
and list of its contents).

Like the prescription book the accounts
appear to be in the hand of Peter Squire,
whose initials or signature appears at inter-
vals to indicate that the account has been
settled. Various names appear within the
accounts, either those of physicians or of
members or guests of the Royal household
for whom items seem to have been
supplied.

This account book is a unique record,
offering an exiremely detailed and intimate
description of the medical and pharmaceu-
tical requirements through virtually all of
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Queen Victoria's prescription book (left) and Prince Albert's account book

Prince Albert’s life as Prince Consort.
Notable is the significant quantity of non-
prescribed medication and domestic medi-
cal items that are listed, supplied on a
regular basis. This provides valuable evi-
dence of the habits of self-medication
within the context of the Royal household,
a practice popularised in the 19th century
through the vast range of published litera-
ture on domestic medicine, and to which
this volume adds an interesting and original
insight.

From a biographical viewpoint these vol-
umes offer a previously unpublished source
of information on the heaith and medical
treatment of both Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert. In particular they-illuminate
and complement other known Roval
papers (journais and letters) of the period,
which, in the case of Queen Victoria,
stretch from one week after her accession
through the births of her first three chil-
dren, and for Prince Albert from one week
after his marriage until 11 days before his
death.

Previous historical accounts of the
Queen’s medical history are based on
sources of limited detail about the actual
medication she was prescribed and thus
Squire’s volume undoubtedly supplies im-
portant new and objective evidence as to
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This page from Queen Victoria's book refers to the birth of the Princess
Royal in November, 1840
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the treatments and therapies she under-
went at this time. The account book of
Prince Albert, while providing detail of a
different complexion, also gives valuable
information concerning not only his regime
of preseribed medication but the wide
range of treatments for minor conditions
that were supplied directly by his chemist
and druggist,

These volumes are exceptionally fine
examples of a form of record central to the
history of pharmacy practice and dispens-
ing. As such they complement the Society’s
extensive coilection of similar volumes,
and add significantly to existing material on
Squire, who was a key figure in the Soci-
ety’s history.

O The acquisition of these volumes has
been assisted by a generous grant from the
V&A purchase fund.
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THE ROYAL PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

MUSEUM

1 Lambeth High St, LONDON SE1 20N

PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE

Details of Service

Projection quality colour 35mm transparencies and black and white prints of material
in the Library and Museum may be purchased, except in cases where photography may
~cause damage to the original material. Negatives can not be supplied and 5" x 4"
transparencies are only available by special arrangement as loan items. There is no
loans service for 35mm transparencies. Orders for colour prints and other formats or
requirements may be accepted by arrangement only. The RPSGB reserves the right to
decline to accept any orders without explanation.

Reproduction and Copyright

The purchase of photographs or slides does not carry with it the right to make a
reproduction in any form. Where photography carried out for customers creates anew
copyright it is a condition of supply that this remains with the Royal Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain. Itis the responsibility of the user to ascertain whether copyright
subsists in a work. If it does, the applicant must obtain permission in writing of the
owner of the copyright, or make all reasonable efforts to do so. Under no circumstances
will the RPSGB accept liability for any infringement, or charges arising under the
Copyright Act.

The Museum of the RPSGB is under no obligation to make any of its material available
for publication. The Society reserves the right to levy reproduction charges. On prior
written application fees may be reduced for educational publications produced for
non-commercial purposes by non-profit organisations.

Ordering

Orders will be processed following receipt of all fees together with a completed
copyright declaration, and will usually take 4/8 weeks to complete. If negatives of an
image do not exist, or material has to be photographed to meet special requirements, it
may take longer. However, a priority service is available for an exira fee, but we regret
that no guarantee can be given to complete orders by a certain date.

Unless otherwise stated, photographic material is supplied ONLY on condition it is for
the purposes of private study or research and may not be reproduced in any form.

Payment

There is a minimum charge for all orders of £10.00. Fees, in sterling and made payable
to the RPSGB, should be sent addressed to the Museum. Second class postage and
packing is £2.00 per order. VAT at standard rate should be added to the total (except

overseas orders).

PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE

ACPRLSIN



PHOTOGRAPHIC CHARGES: All payment in advance

COPY WORK
Prints Print Size Member |Non-member
Monochrome, glossy ' x7" £6.50* £13.00

10" x 8" £7.00* £14.00

12" x 18" £10.00 £20.00

16"x 20" __ £15.00  |£30.00
Transparencies (5"x4" loan only) /& zf/ 2
Colour 35mm £4.00* £8.00*

*NB Minimum charge of £10.00

REPRODUCTION CHARGES per photograph
Books, one time, one-edition, non-exclusive B&W Colour 5"x4"*

ONE COUNTRY, or UK & Commonwealth, or USA & Canada, |£29.00 £90.00
or Australasia,

WORLD, English language only. £58.00 £120.00
WORLD, all languages. £73.00 £150.00

Periodicals (Rates for use in a single article in a single issue) B & W | Colour 5"x4™
ONE COUNTRY, one language, or UK & Commonwealth, or|£29.00 £90.00
USA & Canada or Australasia.

WORLD, use in one edition in one language only. £58.00 £120.00

*Colour 5"x4" Includes hire of transparency and reproduction. Items to be returnad.
FOR USE ON A BOOK JACKET OR COVER, OR AS PERIODICAL COVER, DOUBLE THE ABOVE RATES

Colour 5"x4" transparencies are on loan for 1 month only and are to be returned to the
museum. Overdue fees are £20.00 per month, there is a charge of £400.00 per item for
any loss or damage. '

Television/Film (Rates for single use in a single programme) (B & W Colour
NATIONAL £29.00 £58.00
each additional use in same programme £12.00 £24.00
WORLD, use in one edition in one language only. £58.00 £116.00
Video/Presentations by negotiation

NB It is the responsibility of the user to ascertain whether copyright subsists in a work. If it does, the
applicant must obtain permission in writing of the owner of the copyright, or make all reasonable efforts
to do so. Under no circumstances will the RPSGB accept liability for any infringement, or charges arising
under the Copyright Act. VAT at standard rate should be added to ail UK orders.
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THE ROYAL PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

MUSEUM

1 Lambath High St LONDON SEt, 7N

COPYRIGHT DECLARATION

A) For Private Study or Research (notto be published)
T oo sttt sisissossassss s s snssssnnssee PLEASE PTANENAME clearly)

hereby certify that the print(s) / slides(s} supplied to me by the Museum of the Royal Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain (ref. ) are required for the purposes of private study, or research only. 1
undertake that they will not be duplicated or used in any otherway. I have not been previously supplied
with a copy of the said material.

SIGNED....c.ooiieieinrrrreserinnnnes DATE...cciennrnne

B) Application for Permission fo Publish Photographic Material

Applicants who wish to publish any photograph or transparency supplied by the Museum must apply for
permission indicating the type of publication envisaged. It is the responsibility of the user to ascertain
whether copyright subsists in a work. If it does, the applicant must obtain permission in writing of the
owner of the copyright, or make all efforts to do so as required by the Copyright Act.

L oot veoseesesseeenese o 48 5n 0 4 R AR AR R T AR 111 (please print name clearly)

request permission to publish or use photographs of those items listed overleafin the following publication,
broadcast, film or exhibitior:

Author(s)
Title/subject

Publisher/organisation:

Is the project: (please tick) commercial non-commercial

fs the project: (please tick) profit non-profit

Date of publication Price to be charged | £
SIGNED......cconeemmsnmmnssesiressiinns DATE....ccoomiiinnnnrren

Unless otherwise instructed all material should be acknowledged with the words:
Reproduced by kind permission of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain.

THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO THE MUSEUM

Note: Orders will not be processed until payment has been received and a Copyright Declaration

Form has been signed and returned.
ACIPR/LSI1992



