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William Liversedge was an inmate in the Leeds Union Workhouse on the night of the 1881 Census (1). He was born in 

Birstall, was a 70-year-old Widower, and had worked as a Warehouseman.  

William’s parents, William and Mary, lived in the township of Liversedge, now part of the Borough of Kirklees in West 

Yorkshire (2).  William (senior) was a Weaver and the couple had at least 3 children, of which William (junior) was the 

2nd.  He was baptized in St Peter, Birstall, on 8 April 1810 and at that time the family lived at Liversedge Hall, a listed 

building built in 1600 AD, probably in one of the attached cottages rather than the Hall itself (3). 

On 11 April 1830, William married Elizabeth Walker in All Saints, Dewsbury.  Both apparently lived in the parish and 

William worked as a Clothier (6). By 1841, the couple had moved to Little Woodhouse, a small village at the time, to the 

North of Leeds City Centre (7, 8).  William worked as a Warehouse Keeper, and they had a 5-year-old son, John Henry, 

and a 14-year-old servant.  The following year, Harriet Elisabeth was born and baptized 6 months later in Leeds St Peter 

parish church (9). 

By 1851, the family had moved to the East End of Bradford where William was working as a maker of Worsted of Stuffs.  

Harriet was with her parents but there was no mention of their son John and there was no trace of any of the family in 

1861 (10).   

In 1871, William and Elisabeth lived in Hollis St, West Leeds (11).  Again, there was no mention of their children but they 

did have a 10 year old nephew, George Brown, living with them and William was back working as a Warehouseman.  

Sadly, Elisabeth died in Oct 1872 and was buried in Woodhouse Cemetery, aged 63 (12). 

William was admitted to the Workhouse sometime after and was there on Census night 1881.  He died in the Leeds 

Union Infirmary and was buried, not in Woodhouse with his wife, but in the Anglican section in Beckett St Cemetery on 

10 Sept 1881 (13). 
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