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Before 1841 Mary’s life was a bit of a mystery.  She was born around 1808 in East Keswick, 

between Harewood and Bardsey in Yorkshire1,2,3,4,5.  It has not been possible to identify her 

maiden name or trace her marriage. However, in the 1841 census she was shown as living 

with Thomas Walton, an agricultural labourer, who was shown more reliably as her husband 

in the 1851 census1,2. 

 

In 1841 Mary and Thomas were living in Wike, near Bardsey, Yorkshire1 next door to 

Thomas’ father, William12, also an agricultural labourer, and mother, Mary Walton12, along 

with Thomas’ brother, Peter Walton.  Thomas and wife, Mary, had no children shown on the 

census1. 

 

In 1851 Thomas and Mary were living at a quarry in Bilton, near Harrogate2.  Thomas was 

listed as the proprietor of the quarry.  They still had no children, but living in the house with 

them was a 5year old girl, Mary Firth, who they had adopted2, perhaps because they had no 

children of their own.  There was also a lodger in the house who was a ’stone getter’ 2and 

who most likely worked in the quarry alongside Thomas. 

 

In 1857 Thomas, Mary’s husband died and was buried on 8th January 1857 at All Hallow’s 

Church in Bardsey13.  His residence was shown on the burial record as Scarcroft, another 

small village in the area.  Following his death, it was clear that Mary had to earn her own 

living and, indeed she was shown doing just that in the 1861 census3.  It is not clear what 

happened to their adopted daughter, Mary Firth, during this time. 

 

Mary was working as a housekeeper in Bradford in 18613.  By now she was aged 53 and was 

working for an unmarried linen draper and his two assistants, and was working for them, 

along with a second servant, living in his house at 53, Kirkgate, Bradford3. 

 

By 1871 Mary Walton was reunited with Mary Firth who was aged 26 and working as a 

tayloress (sic)4. They were living together at 18 Hillside Street, in North Leeds.  Mary was 

earning her living as a charwoman.   Mary H. Firth was listed in the census as her niece4, but 

it has not been possible to track down their relationship so it may just have been the term 

she used to describe her adopted daughter. 
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Hill Side Street consisted of rows of small brick built terraced houses8’9. The terraces were so 

close together that the odd numbers had to be entered from one side only as entry could 

not be gained through the front dooron Hill Side Road. They were known as ‘through by 

light houses’8,9. They shared communal toilets and there was a tiny yard for each house.  

The street was demolished in 1958 and was sited in Burmantofts7, very near to the 

workhouse, where Lincoln Green shops are now situated. Photographs of the houses shortly 

before they were demolished in 1958 are available on the Leodis website8,9. 

The 1881 census showed Mary Walton as an inmate of the Leeds Union Workhouse on 

Beckett Street, Leeds5. She was aged 73 years old, a widow with no occupation.  She may 

not have been there for very long because the 1891 census showed her living back at 18 Hill 

Side Street6, living with another elderly lady, Elizabeth Whittaker, and both of them were 

listed as living on parish relief6.  Perhaps, if Mary already had a home, it was less expensive 

for the parish to provide outdoor relief than to keep her in the workhouse. 

Mary died at her home on Hill Side Street at the end of December 189110,11.  She was taken 

the short ride down Beckett Street and buried in the Beckett Street Cemetery on the very 

last day of the year, 31st December 1891 in a common grave (number 24,853) in the 

nonconformist sector of the cemetery11. She was aged 83 years, or perhaps 86 years, as was 

shown on her burial record. 

In summary, Mary Walton probably became a pauper as a result of having had no family to 

help her after her husband’s death. She worked as long as she was able to do so to support 

herself, but may have needed some financial assistance at the end of what had been a long 

life. 
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