More Than Oliver Twist: Biography

Name: Ellen Eyre

According to her 1881 census return, Ellen was born in Ireland in 1852. Her occupation was
Domestic Servant — Dairymaid and the record claimed she was aged 29 and married (1). |
could find no other convincing records related to her biography. It is possible she entered
the workhouse because of pregnancy but | could find no evidence she had had a child.
Unmarried pregnant women often had no alternative but to enter the workhouse, being
disowned by their families (2).
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