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Note: There is a separate biography for Sarah Jane’s daughter, Ellen Ruddy [1877-1882] in
the Leeds Union Infirmary collection of biographies in this series.

Sarah Jane Stenson was born in the Hunslet district of Leeds in December 1852 (1) and
baptised in Holbeck Church on 6 March 1853(2). Her parents were Samuel and Hannah
Stenson (nee Tyas), who lived in Holbeck. Samuel Stenson signed his name in the baptism
register but Hannah made her mark with an X, suggesting she was illiterate. Samuel is
recorded on the baptism record as a Labourer. The two were married in March 1850 at
Leeds Parish Church - Hannah was 22 and Samuel 41 years old. There are no records of
Samuel and Hannah from 1851 onwards. It is possible that Samuel served in the army, as in
the 1851 census a Samuel Stenson is recorded as a Chelsea Pensioner living in Holbeck.
Hannah Stenson was recorded on the 1851 census as being a patient in Leeds General

Infirmary — her illness was not stated.

On 4t December 1880, Sarah Jane (aged 29 years) married Martin Ruddy (22 years) at the
Parish Church of St Andrew, Leeds (3). Both were illiterate and made their mark with an X.
At the time of their marriage, they were living at the same address in Sale Street (4). Their
marriage was short-lived because four months later in April 1881, Sarah Jane was an inmate
of Leeds Union Workhouse and Martin a prisoner in HMP Armley (5, 6). In January 1881,
Martin Ruddy was sentenced to 15 months hard labour for “simple larceny” due to his guilty

plea and a previous criminal record of a conviction for felony.

On the 1881 census the occupation of Sarah Jane is recorded as a Flax Spinner and Martin as

a Dyers Labourer.

Sarah Jane Ruddy died in 1882 aged 30 years (7) and on 17 December 1882 she was buried

in Beckett Street Cemetery (8). Her address is recorded as Back Nile Street, Leeds so



perhaps she had been discharged from the Workhouse. Martin Ruddy survived Sarah Jane,

marrying again and dying in 1913. He is also buried in Beckett Street Cemetery.
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